elcome to the

Spring Ashbourne
Landcare Newsletter. It is
such a striking statement
when the wattle comes out
and signals the intent of
Spring. Fortunately here in
Ashbourne it is ALL around

us. As we witness this golden gem boldly bursting out

along the roads, quiet tracks and gardens, there is no
doubt a ‘wow’ moment there!

ASHBOURNE LANDCARE GROUP

New President and Vice President

Following the AGM held on 21st June 2015, the
positions of President and Vice President became
vacant due to the resignations of President, Alan
Denehey and Vice-President, Deidre Marshall.

It is with much pleasure that we announce that Robin
Allen has agreed to take over the role of President of
the Ashbourne Landcare Group. lan Temby is our new
Vice President, and Margaret Blackburn has joined the
Committee.

Both Robin and lan bring extensive professional
experience to the Committee positions and we thank
them for offering their time and management skills.
Robin has previously held the position of Secretary of
ALG, and Margaret has held the position of President,
and both have been committee members. lan Temby
has been a committee members for several years.

They are all enthusiastically welcomed to these
positions. Your committee is a dedicated local group,
with arange of skills, and theylook forward to

working together.
Lp

Up and Coming

Working Bee: Ashbourne Reserve — Sunday 25th
October 2015, 9.30am. All welcome.

The annual working bee at the Ashbourne reserve will
be held to do gorse spraying and a cleanup. Full details
previously sent in earlier email. There will be morning
tea so please advise Jane Holth if attending. Email:

jholth@bigpond.com or phone 54271741.

RIVER WALK - Saturday, 26" September

Photos: Kate Donovan
The recent Saturday walk along the Campaspe River
began with 18 Ashbournites and three canine
companions, Max, Charlie and Judd. We began at De
and John Marshall’s place and traversed through the
properties of Rosie and Peter Marshall, Geoff McLeod,
Libby and Michael Peck, Elaine Thompson and lan
Temby, Alan Denehey and concluding at Ann and Kate
Donnovan and Brendan Martin’s for a cuppa.

De and Libby had previously done a ‘reccy’ a few days
earlier and were keen to move everyone along the
pre-mapped route and to complete the walk within 2
hours. However, it was such a beautiful day, that
everyone was happy B !
to catch-up and
enjoy a relaxing
rambling walk
discussing special
points of interest.
The terrain varied
from open stretches
to steep inclines,
with the river
trickling along. There
were many beautiful
spots  and rock
formations in this
secluded  peaceful




environment.  Alan Denehey met us on his property
and showed before and after photos of the significant
and ongoing gorse removal work that has been carried
out on the river flat.

lan Temby highlighted some of the bird calls that were
accompanying us on our excursion and the particular
the calls they make. | asked him if he could identify
them for this article and he has detailed the
impressive list below:

“I have listed below the birds | saw and/or heard duing
our walk last Saturday week: Yellow Robin, Grey Fantail,
Brown Thornbill, Little Raven, Fantail Cuckoo, Nankeen
Kestrel, ~ Whitebrowed  Scrubwren, Yellowfaced
Honeyeater, Whiteeared Honeyeater, Whitenaped
Honeyeater, Golden Whistler, Rufous Whistler, Striated
Pardalote, Longb i | | ed Corel |l a. oIT

It was great to get accurate information of what is
around us, which we often don’t readily see. For me,
in the past | have just associated these sounds as part
of the bush beauty, so it was an opportunity to learn
and hear more. Many thanks to Libby and De for
organising such an enjoyable afternoon.

SC

ALG interest and sub-groups recently
formed — all welcome to participate!

During our last committee meeting, various sub-group
activities were discussed: committee members will be
forming sub-groups to work on the following
projects. We hope that lots of members will become
involved with these groups and if you are interested
please contact any of the people listed below.

1. River Detectives Program - Janine and Mark
Lamble;

2. Picture of Ashbourne Project — Linda Healy,
Sue Chivers, Margaret Blackburn and De
Marshall;

3. Biolink Project — Alan Denehey, Libby Peck,
lan Temby and Linda Healy;
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4. WAG — continuing with David Walpole,
Michael Peck, Brendan Martin, Janine Lamble

1. River Detectives Program

The River Detectives program believes children are
our future for all things sustainable and want to
encourage their participation in natural resource
management.

The program provides opportunities for students to
gain an intimate knowledge and love for their local
waterways through a variety of hands-on activities
including regular water quality testing,
macroinvertebrate sampling and habitat surveys.
Janine and Mark Lamble are organising the Ashbourne
project with the Woodend Venturers, please see
detailed article further on.

Geoff McLeod is also conducting local water testing of
the Campaspe on his property and reporting findings
back for a conclusive survey.

2. Picture of Ashbourne

‘What’s in your patch?’ An idea of raising awareness
amongst Landcare members of what might be in their
own “backyard”. From observing and noting existing
flora, fauna and environment, a database can be
prepared, by pooling together everyone’s recordings.
For example, Bird census coming up soon and ALG
members can be involved. Photographs very useful
way of recording information.

3. Biolink Project

A project to research areas of habitat connectivity for
the protection of wildlife and natural eco-systems. A
variety of approaches could include roadsides, forests,
reserves and voluntary cooperation.

4. WAG

Undertake activities that will assist landholders, within
and adjacent to the ALG area, in weed eradication and
control.

WAG UPDATE AND PROPOSED FIELD DAY -
Saturday, 31% October at 2.00pm (to be confirmed)

Following the successful completion of the first stage
of the Gorse eradication program funded by the
Victorian Gorse Taskforce, the Weed Action Group
(WAG) has been able to secure two more grants to
continue the Program into Stage 2.

25 landholders have applied to participate in Stage 2
and all participants will need to complete and sign a
three year gorse control agreement. It is proposed
that a Field Day will be held at 2pm on Saturday 31st
October to:

1. Provide more detail about the Program;

2. Sign project agreements;



3. Issue the first tranche of cash and chemical

allocations;

4. Display and explain the use of the ALG Spray
units;

5. Enable landholders who are not ALG members
to join.

Please save the date. A reminder and location
information will be sent out soon

Forthcoming Event i BIRD WEEK

Owls in the ranges
Saturday, 17" October i 2.00pm i 4.30pm

At the top of the food chain, owls play an important
role ensuring forest ecosystems are healthy. The
threatened Powerful Owl is sometimes encountered

in bushland areas in the Macedon Ranges.

The largest of the owl species in Australia, they hunt
for possums and gliders over large home ranges.

Hear more about owls at the Bird Week talk in
Woodend. Bookings essential. Contact William on
5421 9674 or via wterry@mrsc.vic.gov.au

Rabbit Management Conference

VICTORIAN RABBIT MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE
- Connecting knowledge and kndvwaw towards more
effective community action on rabbits

Mercure Treasury Gardens, 13 Spring St. Melbourne
14 AUGUST 2015

JENNIE MORRISON

The conference brought together community,
industry, government and scientific expertise to share
knowledge and know how on rabbit management.
Information was provided on mapping, monitoring
and decision support tools and hownemunities can
work together to make better use of thesé Trade
Expo allowed discussion with scientists, pest
controllers, environmental consultants and manege
who shared valuable insights

Tanya Cox, Invasive Animals Research Centre, spoke of

biological controls and stressed the need for
conventional methods of eradication to be applied
concurrently. The new strain &5is due for release,

possibly next Autumn. There is concern that some
rabbits have developed genetic resistance to the virus.

Eradication methods and the success rate were
discussed- shooting, ferrets,trapping (rubber jaw
traps), nets poison bates (1080 or Pindone),

fumigation and ripping of burrows. Informal group
discussion provided usgfinformation eg.how to
place fumigdion tablets in slits in an orange which is
then rolled down the burrow.

Most strongly stressed was the need for community

vigilance ad .
g. .| It takes less than one rabbit per
action  This
hectare to prevent the
means  that .
. successful regeneration of many
many rabbit

) of our common native trees.
infested areas

of native vegetation cannot be sustained naturally and
are in slow decline.

Jim and | were pleased to be able to attend the
conference which we found most informative. Jv

Web site for those who mayish further information
follows:

www.rabbitaction.com
www.feral.org.au/pestsmart/

River Detectives Program

Mark and Janine Lambly and Woodend Venturers

Update from today at Marsh Court reserve.
29 September, 2015 — Mark Lamble

“We spent today working in the Marsh court reserve.
| only had 4 venturers attend but we were able to get
quite a bit done. We concentrated on the triangle
below the entry gate, to Hamer's fence and the river.

We cut out thistles, lots of them. That will do a lot to
start to diminish the seed bank. We checked all the
plantings from last year that we could find alive. We
weeded around the plants and then reset the guards
and stakes.

We cleaned up the broken stakes and damaged
cartons and removed them. We noted that the
rabbits, wallabies and wombats have been grazing the


http://www.mercuremelbourne.com.au/
http://www.rabbitaction.com/
http://www.feral.org.au/pestsmart/

new plants a lot. Hopefully the reinstatement of tree
guards will give the plants a fighting chance to
establish.

We generally cleared weeds (gorse, blackberry and
thistle) for half a metre around the plantings. We
noted quite a lot of gorse regrowth happening and
that thistles had germinated on the bare ground close
to the plantings.

We also burnt some of the dead sprayed blackberry
along the top of the riverbank and near the ford.
Conditions were good in that the dry grass and
blackberry burnt but the sticks and green grass did
not. A nice outcome.

Janine also suggested we try to burn some of the dry
grass that is lying over the green. We did this on a 5 x
2 m test plot parallel to Hamer’s fence line. There is a
lower species diversity in the small plants and herbs in
the reserve than in similar areas on our and Adams
blocks. Janine/We suspect this is due to large amount
of grass smothering these plants. We also noticed
Bulbines were appearing in places where the grass
cover was thinner, like where the plantings went in
and along animal tracks. So this small cool burn test
block will be interesting to monitor over the next few
months and see what happens and what emerges.
Another good project for a venturer to follow.

Photos: ML

As the venturers do reports | will feed you the data sets
as then write them up. We will schedule at least one
day a month in the reserve on an ongoing bais and
see how we go.

Cheers

Mar k 6

This is great work and commitment from Mark, Janine
and the Woodend Venturers, we look forward to
hearing ongoing reports.
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We have highlighted the wide-spread and life
threatening problem of Mange mite infestations in
Wombats in an earlier edition of the Newsletter and
remind that in the warmer months the condition
worsens with the heat and flies.

Tell-tale signs of mange are hair loss, thick scabs on
the sides and around the ears and eyes, erratic
behaviour and being out during the day.

Wombat Mange Management Victoria and the
Macedon Ranges Wildlife Network recommend user-
friendly and non-invasive burrow flaps to treat mange-
infested wombats.

Local Wildlife Carer, Linda Healy (0438 363 242), has the
kits and if you are concerned about mange affected
wombats on your property, contact Linda and she will
have a look, free of charge.

Ashbourne Landcare Farmgate Signs

Only 8 left. Great to spot when driving around the
district. Contact Libby Peck.

The ALG Library i

De Marshall has now catalogued the titles of all
books, journals, pamphlets and this extensive list will
be added to the ALG website. Any enquires contact
De.

Committee Meetings for 2015:

Committee Meetings continue to take place at the
Victoria Hotel over a pub meal (6.30pm).

Any member is most welcome to attend.

Membership Fees

MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE NOW overDUE!

New members are always welcome — a way of belonging
to a local community group, and together achieving more
for our Landcare.

Joining fee for new members now $20.00 per household.
Annual subscription $20.00. Members can pay by cheque
made to Ashbourne Landcare Group or via online bank
transfer:



Account name Ashbourne Landcare Group Inc. 4. Which Possum is more common in
BSB 313 140 Account no. 19221339 Ashbourne?

Don’t forget to write MF (Member Fee) followed by your surname (a) Ringtall

for description. (b) Mountain Brushtail
Please notify Geoff McLeod of any change in your contact (c) Common Brushtail
details.

5. The common namgpuosfd tihse 6
derived from the Greek word 0 platupous &

ALG EQUIPMENT . )
S which means:
Spray unit hire
(a) Flat foot

Two spray units are there for your use, AND — please (b) Flat bill
report to Jane on return of the unit, any malfunctions, so (c) Flat tail

that they can be repaired before its next use.
I The spray unit is available for the low hire rate of
$15 per day (for members only).

6. A similar species tot he Australian Wood

1 To book the 600ltr spray unit, contact Jane Duck (Chenonetta jubata ) is?
Holth, Ashbourne Road, on 5427 1741 (a) The Singing Duck
Also (b) The Whistling Duck

9 3 Backpacks for spot/hand spraying — contact
Jane Holth or Alan Denehey for pickup
 Hamilton Planters — contact Jane Holth for use.

(c) The Cooing Duck

7. How I ong do Koal ads |ive
conditions, without predators?
(@) 6-8yrs
(b) 8-12yrs
(©) 1216 yrs
A quick and fun quiz for a bit of general knowledge. 8. Lichen is composed of a fungus and an

A t the end of newslett - S
(Answers at the end of newsletter) algae. They have a symbiotic relationship

which is called :
(a) Competition
(b) Parasitism
(c) Mutualism
Ashbourne Academia Quiz
9. Which is the odd one out ?
(&) Zinc (Zn)
(b) Potassium (K)
(c) Magnesium (Mg)

1. Name the traditional indigenous owners of
the Ashbourne district?

2. What is the tallest native tree species in

Ashbourne? 10. Why d o bees hum?
(a) Candlebark (Eucalyptus rubida ) -

@l tds the sound their wi
(b) Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis)

. 3 flying fast ;
(c) Black Wattle ( Acacia mearnsi) (b) To communicate with other bees around
(d) Snow Gum (Eucalyptus pauciflora) them

(coBecause theyodve forgott
3. Mushrooms and other fungi break down

dead organic matter. In the ecosystem

they are referred to as:

(a) Producers T
(b) Consumers

(c) Decomposers



~

Answers to Quiz

Gunung willam bulug clan

(b) Manna Gum

(c) Decomposers

(a) Ringtall , followed by Mountain Brushtails then Common Brushtails
(b) Flatfoot 0@/ a®bsdad, wp dedodtnd O

(b) The Whistling Duck

(c) 12-16 years

(c) Mutualism

© O N~ wDdbPE

. (a) Zinc 0i ¢ @trace element , a micronutrients , the others m acronutrients

\10. (a) and (b)
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